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Placement with Siblings Tip Sheet


· When placing a child in foster care, the initial placement plan should be to place siblings together, if possible; though every effort should be made to place siblings with relatives;

· Every case should be reviewed and considered on its own merits;

· Reasons for separating siblings might include:

· One or more sibling was placed with a viable parent or relative;

· A serious medical problem of one sibling;

· Not removing one or more children from a placement in which they have formed significant attachment with caregivers;

· A Qualified Mental Health Professional recommends separation;

· Joint placement that has already disrupted;

· Large age difference;

· The child requests –separation;

· Serious sibling violence (not typical sibling rivalry);

· Serious sibling emotional abuse

· Unresolved issues of or the potential for sibling on sibling sexual perpetration;
· Circumstances that would warrant separation of siblings should be documented in the case record and on the placement decision making matrix; 

· The Family Service Office Supervisor should approve separation of siblings;

· The decision to separate siblings should be made by several informed persons who have been important in the child’s life including previous and current care providers, service providers, therapists, counselors, physicians, social workers, relatives, etc.;

· If siblings are separated, immediate plans should be made for future visitation and gatherings;

· Placement considerations is a collaborative effort between the SSW and R&C staff should target resource families willing to accept large sibling groups;

· Resource parents will need to have the coping skills, support systems, experience of living in a large family, and be able to value sibling ties;

· Siblings should be presented together in photo listings and recruitment events.
· Allow siblings to voice their views about placement and be included in the placement decision;

· Seek and explore placement with relatives;

· Siblings who are not initially placed together should be reunited in the same relative placement or foster home unless reasons exists that prevent reunification;

· If the case plan is not for siblings to reside in the same setting they should be placed in the same town, region, neighborhood, school and setting where the caregivers will facilitate and promote frequent, meaningful contact between the siblings; and
· An older sibling should be considered as a placement option if the older sibling can adequately care for younger siblings with support (kinship care).
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